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The  Climate  Is  Heating  Up  Now. 
When  Will  Congress  Act? 


The  signs  of  global  warming  are  hard  to  ignore. 
Global  greenhouse  gas  concentrations  climbed  to 
record  highs  last  year.  Ice  masses  are  shrinking 
faster  than  expected  in  Greenland  and  Antarctica. 
Coral  reefs  are  dying  in  warming  oceans.  Warm 
climate  insects  and  diseases  are  moving  to  north¬ 
ern  regions  where  winters  are  getting  warmer  and 
shorter,  threatening  native  species  and  destroying 
forests.  Global  warming  is  suspected  to  be  the  cause 
of  recent  declines  and  extinctions  of  several  frog  spe¬ 
cies.  Extreme  weather  events  are  on  the  rise. 

The  stakes  are  high.  Agricultural  production,  the 
distribution  of  fresh  water,  coastal  populations,  pub¬ 
lic  health,  forests,  coral  reefs,  estuaries,  biological 
diversity,  progress  in  human  development,  and,  ulti¬ 
mately,  global  peace  and  security  are  all  at  risk. 

Governments  around  the  world  are  taking  action. 
The  162  signatories  to  the  "Kyoto  Protocol"  (not 
including  the  U.S.)  agreed  to  reduce,  by  2012,  emis¬ 
sions  5.2‘’/()  on  average  below  1990  levels.  Many 
experts  say  this  will  not  be  enough  to  stop  global 
warming,  but  it  is  a  start.  More  will  be  needed. 

Corporate  boards  are  beginning  to  consider  the 
implications  of  global  warming  for  their  business 
plans.  Many  are  changing  their  products  and  pro¬ 
cesses  to  reduce  emissions  and  to  anticipate  future 
markets  in  which  carbon  dioxide  emissions  will 
be  restricted.  Insurance  companies  are  beginning 
to  ask  corporations  and  property  owners  about 
their  exposure  to  the  effects  of  global  warming. 

For  example,  in  the  last  two  hurricane  seasons  in 
the  U.S.  alone,  insured  losses  topped  $90  billion. 
Scientists  believe  global  warming  may  be  contrib¬ 
uting  to  the  increasing  frequency  and  intensity  of 
hurricanes. 


But  where  are  the  administration  and  the  Congress, 
the  leaders  of  the  largest  greenhouse  gas  emitter  in 
the  world? 

In  the  debate  ov^er  the  energy  bill  enacted  last  year. 
Congress  rejected  placing  limits  on  U.S.  greenhouse 
gas  emissions  and  chose  instead  to  subsidize  nuclear 
energy,  so-called  "clean  coal"  technologies,  and  the 
oil,  gas,  and  (mostly)  corn-based  ethanol  indus¬ 
tries.  These  approaches  will  do  relatively  little  to 
reduce  U.S.  greenhouse  gas  emissions  ov'er  the  next 
decade.  Many  in  Congress  remain  unconv  inced  that 
the  earth  is  warming,  that  human  activities  are  the 
cause  of  it,  or  that  the  hazards  of  global  warming  out 
weigh  the  costs  for  U.S.  businesses  to  reduce  emis¬ 
sions. 

Sen.  Domenici  (NM),  chair  of  the  Energy  and  Natu¬ 
ral  Resources  Committee,  has  solicited  views  from 
the  public  on  global  warming  and  what  to  do  about 
it  (posted  on  the  committee's  website),  but  he  says  no 
new  legislation  will  be  approved  this  year. 

Can  the  U.S.  wait  another  year  or  more?  The  earth  is 
not  waiting.  Neither  should  Congress.  Please  send 
your  legislators  a  message:  Act  now  to  dramatically 
reduce  U.S.  greenhouse  gas  emissions.  Policies  to 
promote  conserv  ation,  efficiency,  renewable  energy, 
and  alternatwe  transportation  are  key.  join  interna¬ 
tional  efforts  to  reduce  global  emissions.  Help  devel¬ 
oping  countries  meet  their  energy  needs  in  cleaner, 
more  efficient,  and  renewable  ways.  God  created 
the  earth,  but  human  beings  will  decide  whether  it 
lives  or  dies.  The  environment  will  be  shaped  by 
humans,  and  we  need  to  act  now  to  shape  it  for  a 
healthy  future. 

Let's  protect  our  home,  planet  earth.  ■ 
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Lobbying  as  Connections 

Grassroots  lobbyists  can  achieve  a  favorable  outcome  from  a  visit  with 
their  members  of  Congress  when  they  have  an  established  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  supported  by  reliable  facts  and  information.  Tom  Ewell,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  FCNL's  Field  Committee,  and  recently 
retired  executive  director  of  the  Maine  Council 
of  Churches,  suggests  that  effective  lobbying  is 
essentially  about  building  connections,  "human 
connections"  and  "information  connections." 

Building  a  personal  relationship  with  your  leg¬ 
islator  and  his  or  her  staff  members — including 
the  young  staff  people  answering  the  phone — is 
a  crucial  and  yet  very  natural  first  step  for  a  citi¬ 
zen  lobbyist.  "These  are  'neighbors'  who  need 
us  to  support  and  inform  them  so  they  can  do 
their  job  well,"  says  Ewell. 

Providing  "information  connections"  im^olves  offering  credible,  viable 
information  and  alternatives  to  existing  policy  by  using  the  resources 
available  through  FCNL  and  other  groups,  or  introducing  them  and  their 
staff  to  people  who  have  expertise  on  particular  issues. 

Ewell  gives  as  an  example  his  relationship  with  Sen.  Susan  Collins  of 
Maine.  He  met  with  Sen.  Collins,  a  member  of  the  Armed  Services 
Committee,  three  times  regarding  her  position  on  the  "bunker  buster" 
nuclear  bomb.  "The  first  time  she  too  easily  dismissed  our  request  when 
we  met  with  her  alone.  But  in  the  two  subsequent  visits  we  introduced 
her  to  two  different  nuclear  physicists  who  convincingly  explained  to  her 
and  her  staff  that  the  devices  wouldn't  work  and  would  cause  enormous 
environmental  damage.  She  took  this  advice  appreciatively  and  seri¬ 
ously  and  offered  leadership  in  having  bunker  buster  development  elimi¬ 
nated  from  the  budget." 

Ewell  also  has  met  twice  with  Collins  on  Iraq,  supported  by  informa¬ 
tion  from  FCNL,  and  she  has  agreed  to  consider  supporting  measures 
in  the  Senate  to  limit  expenditures  for  military  bases  in  Iraq  as  a  way  of 
forcing  a  discussion  about  permanent  occupation.  During  the  past  three 
years  Ewell  has  worked  on  building  a  first-name  relationship  with  Col¬ 
lins'  staff  at  her  Portland  office  as  well  as  with  the  senator  herself.  "I  was 
pleased  that  she  sent  me  a  personal  note  congratulating  me  on  my  retire¬ 
ment,"  said  Ewell. 

"Each  time  I  meet  with  my  congressional  representatives  and  their  staff, 

I  express  appreciation  for  the  difficult  role  they  are  playing  in  this  crucial 
time  in  our  history.  And  then  I  add  something  to  the  effect  that  redirect¬ 
ing  money  from  arms  into  life-giving  service  is  one  of  the  most  moral 
and  conscientious  roles  they  can  play.  They  seem  to  respect  me  the  more 
for  reminding  them  of  that."  ■ 


Tom  Ewell 
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"America  Is  Addicted  to  Oil" 
But  Where  Is  the  12-Step  Plan? 


President  Bush  caused  quite  a  stir  in  his  State  of  the 
Union  message  in  January  when  he  announced  that 
“America  is  addicted  to  oil." 

Strong  words!  At  last!  Acknowledging  that  the  U.S. 
has  a  problem  is  the  first  big  step  toward  recovery, 
and  who  better  than  a  Texas  oil  man  to  confront  this 
challenge?  But  will  his  deeds  be  as  strong  as  his 
words? 

The  president  proposed  reducing  U.S.  oil  imports 
from  the  Middle  East  by  757o  by  2025  and  he  offered 
three  steps  to  get  there.  "We  must  also  change  how 
w'e  power  our  automobiles.  We  will  increase  our 
research  in  better  batteries  for  hybrid  and  electric 
cars,  and  in  pollution-free  cars  that  run  on  hydrogen. 
We'll  also  fund  additional  research  in  cutting-edge 
methods  of  producing  ethanol,  not  just  from  corn, 
but  from  wood  chips  and  stalks,  or  switch  grass. 

Our  goal  is  to  make  this  new  kind  of  ethanol  practi¬ 
cal  and  competitwe  within  six  years." 

Is  this  the  best  the  U.S.  can  do  to  address  such  an 
urgent  and  important  problem?  After  all,  the  U.S. 
is  already  at  war  ov'er  oil  in  Iraq  where  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  have  died.  U.S.  oil  dependence  is  also  a  major 
contributing  factor  to  global  warming,  which  is 
threatening  human  security  in  other  ways. 

More  Challenging  Goals  Needed 

Why  set  such  a  small  goal?  The  U.S.  does  not  import 
that  much  oil  from  the  Middle  East.  U.S.  imports  of 
petroleum  and  petroleum  products  from  the  region 
in  2005  constituted  only  about  177o  of  total  imports 
(2.3  million  barrels  per  day  or  about  117o  of  total  con- 
sumpticm).  The  president's  plan  would  reduce  U.S. 
imports  from  the  region  by  only  about  1.7  million 
barrels  per  day. 

The  U.S.  can  reduce  its  dependence  much  more 
quickly  than  that.  For  example,  the  "Vehicle  and 
Fuel  Choices  for  American  Security  Act"  (S.  2025), 
introduced  by  Sen.  Bayh  (IN)  and  cosponsored  by  a 
bipartisan  group  of  senators,  calls  on  the  administra¬ 
tion  to  reduce  U.S.  oil  dependence  by  2.5  million  bar¬ 
rels  per  day  by  2016,  7.0  million  barrels  by  2026,  and 


10  million  barrels  by  2031,  and  proposes  a  variety  of 
practical  approaches  to  do  this.  Some  experts  think 
the  U.S.  could  do  even  better. 

Second,  from  the  standpoint  of  U.S.  energy  security,  it 
does  not  really  matter  if  the  U.S.  reduces  imports  from 
the  Middle  East.  The  oil  market  is  global.  Buying  oil 
from  Nigeria,  Canada,  or  Venezuela,  or  drilling  in  the 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  will  not  protect  the 
U.S.  economy  from  oil  price  shocks  if  acts  of  war  or 
sabotage  halt  prcxluction  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

The  global  supply  is  barely  keeping  up  with  global 
demand,  and  thus,  the  global  price  goes  up  sharply 
whenever  the  global  supply  chain  is  broken  or 
threatened  anywhere.  The  U.S.  economy  will  remain 
vulnerable  to  these  oil  price  shocks  as  long  as  it 
remains  dependent  on  oil,  regardless  of  from  where 
the  oil  comes. 

Continued  on  fjage  4 


FCNL's  Renovated  Building  Rests  Gently  on 
the  Earth:  In  the  U.S.,  buildings  use  one-third  of  total 
energy  and  two-thirds  of  electricity  consumed.  FCNL's 
geothermal  heating  and  cooling  system  relies  on  the 
constant  temperature  of  the  ground  beneath  the  building. 
The  building  architect  calculates  that  this  will  allow 
FCNL  to  use  45%  less  energy  than  the  standard  heating 
and  cooling  system.  See  more  about  the  building's  "green" 
features  on  our  website  at  www.fcnl.org. 
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Addicted  to  Oil  (continued  from  page  3) 

The  president's  three  proposed  steps,  while  moving 
in  the  right  direction,  would  do  too  little  too  late  to 
meet  today's  urgent  need  to  reduce  oil  dependence. 
His  plan  does  not  reflect  the  moral  magnitude  of  the 
problem  facing  the  nation  and  world.  The  president 
needs  to  do  much  more  to  mobilize  the  full  capaci¬ 
ties  of  the  federal  government,  the  people  of  the  U.S., 
and  industry  to  face  this  challenge.  He  needs  a  full 
12-step  (or  more)  plan. 

Here  are  some  more  steps  to  add  to  his  three; 

■  Phase  in  a  $2  per  gallon  tax  on  all  petroleum- 
based  fuels  over  10  years.  This  will  create 
strong  markets  for  conservation,  high-efficiency 
vehicles,  and  renewable  fuels.  Off-set  the  tax 
with  an  across-the-board  rebate  for  all  low-  and 
middle-income  households.  Everyone  should  get 


a  rebate  whether  they  drive  a  car  or  not.  Those 
who  use  the  least  fuel  would  benefit  the  most. 

■  Enact  fee-bates.  Impose  high  fees  on  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  gas-guzzling  vehicles  and  give  gener¬ 
ous  rebates  for  the  purchase  of  gas-sippers.  The 
more  they  guzzle,  the  higher  the  fees,  and  vice 
versa.  This  program  could  pay  for  itself.  Rep. 
Inslee's  (WA)  "New  Apollo  Energy  Act"  (H.R. 
2828)  goes  part  way.  It  would  provide  generous 
incentives  for  producing  and  buying  fuel-effi¬ 
cient  vehicles  (as  well  as  many  other  ways  to 
reduce  oil  dependence,  promote  ov^erall  energy 
efficiency,  and  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions). 

■  Increase  fuel  efficiency  standards  on  all  new 
vehicles  by  60%  by  2016.  The  technology  exists 
now,  but  manufacturers  need  to  use  it.  See 
Sen.  Durbin's  (IL)  "Automobile  Euel  Efficiency 
Improvements  Act"  (S.  1648). 


What's  Hot  on  The  Hill 


U.S.-India  Nuclear  Deal:  H.Con.Res.  318, 
offered  by  Reps.  Markey  (MA)  and  Upton 
(MI),  cautions  against  providing  nuclear  tech¬ 
nology  and  fuel  to  a  country  (India)  that  is 
not  a  party  to  the  Non-Proliferation  Treaty. 
Cosponsors  needed.  Votes  on  related  legisla¬ 
tion  expected  this  summer. 

Improve  U.S.  China  Relations:  S.  1117,  U.S.- 
China  Cultural  Engagement  bill,  introduced 
by  Sens.  Alexander  (TN)  and  Lieberman 
(CT),  would  support  academic  and  scientific 
exchanges  and  provide  funding  for  Chinese 
language  instruction.  Cosponsors  needed. 

Prevent  Illicit  Market  in  Arms:  S.  1949, 
offered  by  Sens.  Lugar  (IN)  and  Obama  (IL), 
would  expand  current  State  Department  pro¬ 
grams  that  secure  and  destroy  excess  global 
stockpiles  of  conventional  weapons  where 
there  is  a  risk  of  them  falling  into  the  illicit 
market.  Cosponsors  needed. 

Contact  your  member  of  Congress  through 
FCNL's  website.  Go  to  www.fcnl.org/action/ 
alert.htm.  Or  call  202-547-4343  for  the  latest 
FCNL  Legislative  Action  Message. 


■  Charge  tolls  on  all  interstate  highways.  This 
would  encourage  car-pools  and  public  transit 
use. 

■  Require  all  vehicles  sold  in  the  U.S.  to  be 
equipped  to  burn  ethanol  blend  fuels,  and  pro¬ 
vide  incentives  to  gas  stations  to  install  ethanol 
fuel  pumps.  This  would  add  relatively  little  to 
the  price  of  a  car.  See  S.  2025  mentioned  above. 

■  Expand  public  transportation.  Make  it  more 
convenient,  reliable,  cheap,  fast,  and  fun. 

■  Expand  quality,  affordable  housing  near  public 
transit  hubs. 

■  Build  safe,  convenient  urban  bikeways.  See  S. 
808,  a  bill  introduced  by  Sens.  Durbin  (IL)  and 
Ct^llins  (ME)  to  encourage  energy  conservation 
through  bicycling. 

■  Help  other  developing  countries  reduce  their 
dependence  on  oil,  as  well.  See  Sen.  Lugar's  (IN) 
"Energy  Diplomacy  and  Security  Act"  (S.  2435). 

The  U.S.  IS  "addicted  to  oil."  The  president  made 
the  right  call,  but  now  he  needs  to  do  much  more 
to  lead  the  nation.  For  its  part.  Congress  has  many 
commendable  proposals  before  it,  but  even  stronger 
steps  are  needed  now.  Contact  the  president  and 
your  legislators.  Urge  them  on!  ■ 
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Rising  China:  Defiantly  Defensive 
Or  Aggressively  Expansionistic? 

A  Brief  Trip  Report  by  Ned  Stozue,  Senior  Legislative  Secretary 


The  stone  lion  1 
encountered  in  the 
garden  of  the  old 
governor's  mansion 
atop  Victoria  Peak 
seemed  to  symbolize 
the  duality  of  China 
today.  The  creature's 
bared  teeth  facing 
outward  from  China  made  me  wonder  if  they  sym¬ 
bolized  a  defensive  warning  to  those  who  would 
come  to  China  or  an  outward  threat  toward  those 
beyond  its  shores. 

Is  China  today  defiantly  defensive  or  aggressively 
expansionist  as  the  stone  lion  suggested?  The  Bush 
administration  will  be  grappling  with  this  question 
as  the  president  meets  with  visiting  Chinese  Presi¬ 
dent  Hu  Jintao  in  April.  The  question  is  already 
fueling  congressional  debate  and  is  likely  to  energize 
the  upcoming  election  campaign  season  with  anti- 
China  rhetoric.  And,  it  is  one  of  the  questions  that 
inspired  my  trip  to  China  this  past  December. 

It  is  difficult  to  know,  from  my  remote  post  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  how  to  interpret  the  rise  of  China  and 
what  it  means  for  the  future.  While  China's  econo¬ 
my,  society,  and  governance  is  much  more  open  and 
transparent  to  the  outside  world  today  than  it  was 
20  years  ago,  much  remains  opaque  and  difficult  for 
western  observ^ers  to  understand  and  interpret.  A 
closer,  more  intimate  look  is  needed.  Hence,  my  trip. 

My  first  purpose  was  simply  to  breathe  the  air,  eat 
the  food,  drink  the  water  (watch  out!),  and  see  for 
myself  how  people  in  China  Iwe. 

An  Increasingly  Complex  Relationship 

My  other  purpose  was  to  have  conversations  with 
informed  observers  about  China's  development  path, 
U.S.-China  relations,  and  Chinese  perspectives  on 
the  U.S.  China  is  only  going  to  loom  larger  in  U.S. 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  in  the  years  ahead. 
These  two  economies  are  increasingly  entwined 
through  trade  and  investment.  Their  foreign  poli¬ 


cies  are  increasingly  at  odds  over  trade  and  invest¬ 
ment,  energy,  democracy,  human  rights,  non-pro¬ 
liferation,  North  Korea,  Iran,  Sudan,  etc.  Taiwan 
remains  a  significant  potential  flash-point  for  mili¬ 
tary  confrontation.  And  yet,  cooperation  is  essential 
to  address  pressing  economic,  security,  and  environ¬ 
mental  issues  of  mutual  concern. 

How  should  we  at  FCNL  anticipate  and  prepare  for 
these  developments  in  our  education  and  advocacy? 

I  wanted  to  test  some  of  our  (FCNL)  sensibilities 
on  these  subjects  with  informed  observers  who  live 
there. 

Ov^er  two  weeks,  I  traveled  to  Hong  Kong,  Guang¬ 
zhou,  Panyu,  and  Shenzhen — cities  close  to  the  coast 
of  southern  China  where  much  of  China's  rapid  eco¬ 
nomic  growth  has  been  concentrated.  I  met  with  aca¬ 
demics,  business  people,  factory  workers,  staff  from 
Chinese  and  international  NGO's,  journalists,  Chi¬ 
nese  nationals,  and  European  and  American  ex-pats. 

What  did  I  see  and  hear?  China  is  a  country  of 
sharp  contrasts: 

■  great  wealth  and  great  poverty  side  by  side; 

■  modern  expressways  swept  with  hand  brooms; 

■  coal-blackened,  run-down  tenements  in  the  shad¬ 
ows  of  gleaming  new  high-rise  apartment  com¬ 
plexes,  hotels,  and  office  buildings; 

■  high-speed  trains  racing  through  road-cuts  dug 
by  human  earth-movers  with  straw  baskets; 

■  modern  cities  where  drinking  water  must  be 
boiled; 

■  Chinese-made  VW  Jettas  and  Buicks,  bumper- 
to-bumper,  crowding  out  bicycles  and  push  carts 
loaded  with  goods; 

■  stories  of  migrant  factory  workers'  lives  and 
struggles; 

Continued  on  page  6 
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China  Rising  (continued  from  page  5) 

■  stories  of  the  collapsing  health  care  and  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  rural  poc)r  and  migrants; 

■  an  exploding  middle  class  consumer  culture; 

■  Christmas  trees  and  Santa  Claus  ev^erywhere; 

■  cloudless  days,  but  only  dim  blue  sky  due  to 
smoke  from  coal-fired  power  plants. 

1  observed  a  proud,  intelligent,  industrious  people, 
determined  to  make  the  best  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  I  was  surprised  by  the  candor  of 
many  with  whom  I  spoke.  They  felt  free  to  discuss 
with  me,  a  stranger,  China's  many  challenges  and 
be  critical  of  current  policies.  I  gained  insight  into 
the  Chinese  central  government's  complex  political 
and  economic  balancing  act  as  it  tries  to  address  the 
demands  of  many  local,  provincial,  and  institutional 
interests.  Chinese  government  policymaking  is 
more  pluralistic  than  many  in  the  West  assume. 

A  highlight  was  spending  a  day  in  Victoria  Park  in 
Hong  Kong  meeting  people  walking  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Friends  Service  Committee's  information  table 
where  1  was  handing  out  information  about  the 
World  Trade  Organization  (WTO).  I  had  wonderful 
conversations  with  people  from  all  over  the  world. 
Many  from  Hong  Kong  wondered  what  the  WTO 
protests  and  disruption  were  all  about  and  why  I 


was  there.  Some  thought 
the  WTO  should  be  shut 
down.  Others  thought  the 
idea  of  shutting  it  down 
was  crazy.  School  kids 
wanted  to  practice  their 
English.  An  Indian  rice 
farmer  wondered  what 
farming  was  like  in  the  U.S. 
and  told  me  about  his  life  in 
Kerala.  Others  just  wanted 
to  give  me  an  earful  about 
how  immoral  and  disgraced 
the  U.S.  has  become.  I  lis¬ 
tened,  engaged,  gave  thanks. 

The  global  village,  in  all  of  its  splendid  diversity,  was 
peaceably  passing  through  Victoria  Park  that  warm, 
sunny  day.  It  was  a  blessing  to  be  there  and  partake 
of  it.  It  was  also  a  moment  to  cherish,  as  Hong  Kong 
is  the  only  place  in  modern  China  where  such  a 
political,  protest  gathering  could  occur  legally. 

Defiantly  defensive  or  aggressively  expansionistic? 
My  question  was  not  completely  answered  in  this 
brief  visit  to  one  small  corner  of  China  (the  answer, 

I  suspect,  is  probably  in  between  "both",  "neither", 
and  "wrong  question"),  but  I  left  with  a  fuller  under¬ 
standing  of  the  place,  its  peoples,  its  complexities, 
its  challenges,  and  its  possibilities.  It  whetted  my 
appetite  to  learn  more  and  return  again  with  more 
questions.  ■ 


Rising  China: 
City  of  Shenzhen 


Anti-Torture  Coalition  (continued  from  page  8) 

■  develop  adult  religious  curricula  for  use  by  con¬ 
gregations,  with  each  curriculum  based  upon  the 
tenets  and  culture  of  a  particular  faith  commu¬ 
nity;  and 

■  coordinate  the  efforts  of  local  and  national  reli¬ 
gious  groups  with  those  of  secular  anti-torture 
organizations  to  achieve  specific  national  legisla¬ 
tive  strategies. 

The  response  of  the  national  religious  community  to 

the  founding  of  NRCAT  has  been  dramatic.  In  only 


PEACE  IS  POSSIBLE 


two  months,  NRCAT  has  welcomed  national  organi¬ 
zations  representing  Muslims,  Jews,  mainline  Prot¬ 
estants,  Roman  Catholics,  Sikhs,  humanists,  peace 
churches,  and  evangelical  Christians.  FCNL  is  a 
participating  member  and  is  contributing  leadership 
to  NRCAT's  start-up  efforts.  Human  Rights  First, 
Amnesty  International,  and  Torture  Abolition  Sur¬ 
vivors  and  Support  Coalition  (TASSC)  are  adjunct 
secular  members. 

Your  congregation  or  organization  can  become 
involved  in  NRCAT.  You  can  personally  endorse 
NRCAT's  statement  "Torture  is  a  Moral  Issue."  See 
the  website  www.nrcat.org  to  find  out  more. 

Together  we  can  provide  our  legislators  with  the 
moral  and  spiritual  mandate  they  need  to  outlaw 
torture,  without  loopholes,  now  and  for  the  future.  ■ 
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"Belated  Justice"  Possible  for  Native  Americans 


For  Indian  Country,  the  Cobell  v.  Norton  land  trust 
case  is  the  equivalent  of  the  landmark  Brown  v.  Board 
of  Education  civil  rights  case.  FCNL  is  pleased  that 
bills  to  settle  Cobell  are  pending  in  Congress  and 
that  legislators  are  discussing  century-old  obliga¬ 
tions,  but  we  are  concerned  that  Congress  so  far 
seems  unwilling  to  return  a  reasonable  or  just  por¬ 
tion  of  what  is  owed  to  Native  Americans.  In  recent 
testimony,  former  Ambassador  Stuart  Eizenstat 
compared  the  Indian  land  trust  issue  to  European 
bank  accounts  belonging  to  Jewish  families  that  took 
45  years  and  enormous  efforts  to  resolve;  he  helped 
get  $8  billion  released  to  Jewish  account  holders  and 
their  families. 

Indian  trust  funds  belong  to  tribes  and  to  individu¬ 
als.  But  for  over  a  century  the  federal  government 
has  insisted  on  serving  as  the  banker  and  property 
manager  for  Native  American  communities,  collect¬ 
ing  and  distributing  profits  from  the  commercial 
utilization  of  Indian  land.  No  one  questions  that 
significant  theft  took  place  in  the  1890s;  Congress 
investigated  trust  fund  problems  throughout  the 
20th  century.  Until  the  Cobell  suit,  the  government 
short-changed  individual  Indians  by  apparently  giv^- 
ing  them  only  a  portion  of  royalties  collected  from 
timber  sales,  agricultural  rental,  and  oil  and  coal 
extraction.  Indian  profits  were  withheld,  lost,  and 
mismanaged. 

Some  trust  funds  belong  to  tribes  which  have  not 
always  received  fair  market  value  for  sold  or  rented 
land  or  for  all  of  their  profits.  In  1930  and  between 
1993  and  1994,  Congress  required  the  Department  of 
Interior  to  pay  monies  owed  to  tribes  and  pay  inter¬ 
est  on  trust  funds.  This  legislation  did  not  cover, 
however,  the  half  million  accounts  belonging  to 
named  individuals. 

Seeking  Economic  Justice 

In  1996,  Elouise  Cobell  (Blackfeet  tribe)  and  other 
individuals  went  to  federal  court  to  obtain  an 
accounting  of  their  land  profits.  After  a  futile 
attempt  at  negotiation  between  the  Indians  and  Inte¬ 
rior,  Congress  decided  to  prevent  future  trust  prob¬ 
lems  and  to  settle  the  Cobell  case.  Interior  insists  that 
little  mismanagement  has  occurred  after  the  1940s 
and  officials  refuse  to  state — even  in  congressional 
hearings — what  the  government  owes.  The  Indian 


plaintiffs  have  proposed  a  settlement  of  $27.5  billion 
for  funds  mismanaged  over  119  years. 

Profits  Didn't  Belong  to  Government 

As  Indian  Affairs  Committee  member  Sen.  Dorgan 
(ND)  said,  land  profits  should  be  returned  that  never 
belonged  to  the  federal  government  in  the  first  place. 
No  profits  belonging  to  Indian  families  should  ever 
have  gone  into  the  general  U.S.  Treasury. 

To  date.  Congress  has  not  proposed  a  settlement 
sum.  Sen.  McCain  (AZ),  who  introduced  the  first 
land  trust  reform  bill,  has  predicted  that  people  in 
Indian  Country  will  be  angry  with  the  amount  Con¬ 
gress  ultimately  pays.  A  Hill  staffer  hinted  that  each 
account  holder  will  receive  only  a  few  thousand  dol¬ 
lars— this  despite  the  fact  that  they  and  their  parents 
and  grandparents  may  have  lived  in  poverty  because 
they  had  no  access  to  their  own  money.  FCNL  rec¬ 
ommends  support  of  the  Indian  Trust  Reform  Act  (S. 
1439/ H.R.  4322)  but  with  an  insistence  that  individu¬ 
als  and  tribes  be  fully  and  fairly  compensated.  ■ 


A  Gift  for  New  Graduates 

Give  graduating  seniors 
a  window  into  the  world 
of  public  policy!  Send 
them  the  monthly  FCNL 
Washington  Newsletter 
and  the  quarterly  Indian 
Report  for  a  year  by  asking  FCNL  to  add  the 
graduate  to  our  list.  And,  if  you  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time,  then  a  card  will  be  sent  to 
the  graduate  informing  her  or  him  that  you've 
made  a  gift  to  FCNL  in  recognition  of  her  or  his 
achievement.  Here's  how  to  make  your  gift. 

Mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245  Second  Street, 

NE,  Washington,  DC,  20002.  Include  the  gradu¬ 
ate's  name  and  address. 

Charge  your  donation  to  your  credit  card  by 
calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  2527. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's  web¬ 
site,  www.fcnl.org,  and  clicking  on  the  "Donate" 
link,  then  call  FCNL's  toll-free  number  (above)  to 
designate  the  gift  for  your  graduate. 
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FCNL  Joins  Religious  Anti-Torture  Coalition 


It's  time  to  bring  the  issue  of  torture  home  to  our 
meetings,  churches  and  communities.  Unless  the 
people  of  the  United  States  speak  out  forcefully  on 
this  issue,  some  policymakers  will  continue  to  create 
legal  loopholes  for  torture. 

Response  from  Congress:  political  maneuvering. 

In  response  to  public  outrage  over  the  treatment  of 
detainees  at  Guantanamo  Bay  and  the  Abu  Ghraib 
prison,  the  Senate  passed  the  McCain  amendment 
to  last  year's  military  spending  bill  reasserting  the 
military's  prohibition  against  the  use  of  torture  and 
cruel,  inhuman,  and  degrading  treatment.  That  was 
a  victory. 

But,  under  political  pressure,  the  Senate  also  passeti 
the  Graham-Levin  amendment,  attached  to  that 
same  spending  bill.  Graham-Levin  closes  U.S. 
courts  to  Guantanamo  Bay  detainees  who  file  court 
cases  under  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  an  ancient  pro¬ 
tection  against  tyrannical  government.  In  addition, 
for  the  first  time  in  U.S.  history,  this  amendment 
allows  "evidence"  extracted  by  torture  to  be  used  in 
legal  proceedings.  That  was  a  set  back. 

Response  from  religious  leaders:  a  moral  impera¬ 
tive.  An  historic  broad-based  coalition  of  religious 
leaders  is  seeking  a  different  approach  to  the  issue 
of  torture.  They  name  torture  as  a  moral,  spiritual 
issue.  As  members  of  Congress  address  the  issue  of 
torture,  a  faithful  and  dramatic  values-based  man¬ 
date  from  religious  groups  across  the  United  States 


will  help  them  resist  political  pressures  and  main¬ 
tain  a  moral  perspective. 

Religious  leaders  and  legal  and  theological  scholars 
now  have  joined  together  to  create  a  platform  for 
acticm.  The  National  Religious  Campaign  Against 
Torture  (NRCAT),  www.nrcat.org,  is  a  national  inter¬ 
religious  campaign  to 

■  gather  the  leadership  and  creative  energy  of  a 
wide  range  of  religious  faiths  into  a  cooperative 
effort  to  abolish  U.S.  government-sponsored  tor¬ 
ture; 

■  encourage,  support,  and  amplify  local  and 
regional  grassroots  anti-torture  efforts; 

(continued  on  page  6) 


Quaker  Initiative  to  End  Torture 
(QUIT) 

A  Conference  on 

The  Treatment  and  Prevention  of  Torture 
June  2-4,  2006 

Guilford  College,  Greensboro,  NC 

Program  and  registration  are  available  at 
www.quit-torture-now.org 
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